


Scholars Bowl Sample Questions
1) The first Black general in the regular army was: B.O. Davis Sr
2) The first Black named to the cabinet of a U.S. President was: Robert C. Weaver

3) The first Black woman named to the cabinet of a U.S. President was: Patricia Robert Harris
4) The first Black woman to win a gold medal in the Olympics was: Alice Coachman
5) The first Black to receive a Pulitzer Prize was: Gwendolyn Brooks
6) The first Black awarded the Nobel Peace Prize was: Ralph Bunche
7) The main organizer of the first March on Washington Movement was: Asa Phillip Randolph
8) The first Black newspaper was: Freedom’s Journal
9) The Amistad Affaire was: a slave revolt
10) The first Black woman nominated for an Academy Award for best actress of the year was: Dorothy Dandridge
11) In what year did African-Americans — bound for slavery — on the Spanish ship Amistad, gain control of the vessel and sail to their eventual freedom in Montauk, Long Island? 1839
12) This much-honored individual — in 1988, she won the Science and Technology Award given by Essence magazine, in 1990 she was Gamma Sigma Gamma's Woman of the Year and in 1991 she earned a Ph.D. from Lincoln University — will always be remembered as the first African-American woman in space. She is: Mae C. Jemison 

13) In which year were W.E.B. Du Bois and William Trotter among the leaders of the meeting from which sprung the Niagra Movement — the forerunner of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People? 1905
14)  This influential author is known for her strong female characters and the preservation of black culture while maintaining underlying themes that cross all generations and nationalities. Her books include: You Can't Keep a Good Woman Down, Once, Meridian and many other critically acclaimed works. Alice Walker
15) The Southern Christian Leadership Conference — with Martin Luther King, Jr., as president — was formed in: 1957
16) Frank Sinatra once called this singer "unquestionably the most important influence on American popular singing in the last twenty years." Her career saw the highs of great record sales, a stint singing with Count Basie and the lows of drug problems. She will always be remembered for her unique style and her "bluesy" autobiography. She is: Billie Holiday
17) Kenneth Gibson became the first black mayor of an eastern city when he assumed the post in Newark, New Jersey on: July 1, 1970
18)  A native of Detroit and graduate of UCLA, this politician and diplomat was the first black person awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his role in fostering an armistice between warring Arabs and Israelis.  Ralphe Bunche
19) This extraordinary female athlete made history when she became the first American woman to win three Olympic gold medals in track and field. She is: Wilma Rudolph
20) On this day, the Supreme Court ruled that racial segregation in schools had to end at once and that unitary school systems were required: October 29, 1969
21) Although she is best knowm for her involvement in the struggle to integrate Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas, she and her husband published the Arkansas State Press a paper that became an avid voice for civil rights before a nationally recognized movement had emerged. She later worked for the Democratic National Committee, had an elementary school named after her, and even helped carry the Olympic torch in Atlanta in 1996. She is: Daisy Bates
22) Born on June 15, 1939, and embarrassed by living on public funds, he would become one of the most visible leaders in the fight against affirmative action in the United States. He once compared affirmative action to slavery — claiming it leaves blacks dependent on and dominated by whites, who make the decisions on whether to allow them special consideration in matters of education and employment. He is: Ward Connerly
23)  This man has become one of the most prominent and well-known academics in the United States today. He is the chair on Harvard's Afro-American Studies, earned the American Book Award for his 1989 book, The Signifyin(g) Monkey: Towards a Theory of Afro-American Literary Criticism, and was voted one of the 25 most influential Americans in 1998. This scholar is: Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

24) With such books as Dust Tracks on a Road, I Love Myself When I Am Laughing and Mules and Men, she called attention to herself and her blackness during a time when blacks were being urged to assimilate themselves to promote better race relations. Her works are seen as manifestos of selfhood and the positive aspects of black life. This author is: Zora Neale Hurston

25) This eldest of three children, he studied under Harlem artist Charles Alston during the Harlem Renaissance and has become one of the most acclaimed African American artists of the twentieth century. He prefers to work in small scale with water-based paints and small brushes. The critics proclaim him as the divine translator of the history of the African American experience through art. He is:  Jacob Lawrence

26)  This renowned photographer, writer and filmmaker was the first African American photographer to work at Life and Vogue magazines. Among other notable African American firsts, he was the first to produce a film for a major motion picture company. He deemed the first camera he bought — a $7.50 Voightlender Brilliant — was to become his weapon against poverty and racism. This creative genius is: Gordon Parks

27) As a co-founder of the Black Panther Party, he took his fight for Black rights to the Democratic Convention in 1968, where he was arrested and put on trial for inciting a riot. After his lawyer was unable to defend him due to surgery, this man was not allowed to defend himself and proved disruptive to the trial the rest of the way. He was sent to jail, and later released, only after he was tried for torturing and executing a former Black Panther member. He left the Panthers in 1974. This activist is:  Robert George Seale

28) After losing her parents, this activist raised her siblings and became a teacher — at age 16. After being forcibly removed from a first-class train car she became determined to fight racial injustice wherever she found it. She wrote for the Memphis Free Press, where her writings often angered whites. She lost her job after penning a scathing article how black schools were far inferior to white schools. She attacked lynching and violent attacks with well-received pamphlets, crusades and an alliance with the NAACP. She is:  Ida B. Wells-Barnett

29) Who told the Senate Armed Services Committee in 1948 that he would urge black youths to resist the draft unless discrimination was banned? A. Phillip Randolph
30)  What was the only Southern state to permit slave enlistments in the military in 1780? Maryland

31) What was the first Black-owned company to be traded on the New York Stock Exchange? BET Holdings
32) Who was the first African American car manufacturer in 1916? Frederick Douglass Patterson
33) What was the first all-Black religious denomination in the United States? The African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME)
34) Which European nation was the first to stop trading African slaves to the United States in 1794? France
35) Who organized the 1941 exhibition, "Afro-American Art on Both Continents," which included the works of Romare Bearden and the Delaney Brothers? Alain Locke
36) Name the author who wrote The Third Life of Grange Copeland, published in 1970? Alice Walker
37) Who was the three time Super Bowl champion player who returned to his Florida alma mater to receive his bachelor's degree in 1996? Emmitt Smith
38) Who wrote the script for the 1975 hit, Cooley High? Eric Monte
39) Denzel Washington played in what 1981 Pulitzer Prize-winning play by Charles Fuller? A Soldier’s Story
40) Who was the only other black actress to win the Academy Award's Best Supporting Actress Oscar since Hattie McDaniel in 1939? Whoopi Goldberg
41) Who sang Martin Luther King, Jr.'s favorite gospel song, "Precious Lord, Take My Hand," after his funeral procession in 1968? Mahalia Jackson
42) When did James Del Rio become the first African American mortgage banker? 1953?  1976?  1989?  1947? 1953
43) In 1990 the Mystery Writers of America nominated this novel, written by Walter Mosley, as best of the year. Devil in a Blue Dress
44) By the eighteenth century, what colony was the leader in the slave trade? Rhode Island
45) In what year did Harriet Tubman escape from slavery? 1849
46) During the nineteenth century, how many states had laws prohibiting interracial marriage? 38
47) Which state east of the Mississippi was the first to give African American women the right to vote, in 1913? Illinois
48) What was the nickname for the all-Black 332d Fighter Group of the U.S. Army Air Corps, which escorted Allied bombers through European airspace on 1,578 missions during World War II? The Tuskegee Airmen
49) Who developed the first major African American-sponsored shopping center, Progress Plaza, in Philadelphia, Pa.  Leon Howard Sullivan
50) The hymn, "Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing," by James Weldon Johnson, was meant to celebrate whose birthday? Abraham Lincoln
51) A pitcher in the Negro Baseball League for 25 years, developer of the bat-badger, jumpball, and drooper, he was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1971--name him. Satchel Paige
52) Besides being a movie director, composer, author and semi-pro basketball player, he was a photographer for Life magazine from 1948 to 1972. Gordon Parks
53) Having worked as an elevator operator for four dollars weekly, he achieved fame upon publication of Lyrics of Lowly Life in 1896. Paul Lawrence Dunbar
54) In what year did amateur night at New York's famous Apollo Theater begin? 1934
55) Who holds the record of 100 points scored in a single NBA game? Wilt Chamberlin
56) Despite a 1792 discriminatory law against Blacks in the new U.S. military, which of the country's armed forces began to enlist free blacks in the 1790's? U.S. Navy
57) What service did the first African American female millionaire, Madame C. J. Walker provide? Hair styling process for African American women
58) What tennis champion and golfer earned her place in the Black Hall of Fame in 1974? Althea Gibson
59) This graduate of Yale Law School was appointed commissioner and chairman of the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission by President Ronald Reagan in 1982. Clarence Thomas
60) In this tribute to 1960's R&B groups, Robert Townsend acted in and directed this movie--name it. The Five Heart Beats
61) Who founded the first major African American national union, the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters? A. Phillip Randolph
62) Who won the Ladies World Figure Skating Championship in 1986? Debi Thomas
63) A scholar of West Indian dance and culture, she also, originated the role of Georgia Browne in the 1940 Broadway musical, Cabin in the Sky. Katherine Dunham
64) In what field was 44% of the doctorate degrees awarded in 1995 to African Americans, according to the National Research Council? Education
65) Who founded the National Negro Business League? Booker T. Washingon
66) At age 76, this former slave and eminent scientist narrated a 1940 documentary dramatizing his struggles and successes to a young boy pondering the options for the future. George Washington Carver
67) This Florida native and Olympic gold medalist was known as the "Bullet". Bob Hayes
68) Known as "Papa Rattler," this innovator was the most successful football coach at Florida A&M University, coaching undefeated teams in 1957, 1959, and 1961. Alonzo S. “Jake” Gaither
69) William De Kova "Bill" White, former Major League Baseball first baseman, was born in this Florida city. Lakewood
70) In 1962, he became the first African-American coach in the Major Leagues with the Chicago Cubs. John J. “Buck” O’Neil
71) Who was the only black woman to serve as a U.S. senator? Carol Mosely-Braun
72) What African American woman became a permanent member of the M
Metropolitan Opera Company? Marian Anderson
73) What is an abolitionist? Someone who wants to end slavery

74) What was the Emancipation Proclamation? An executive order by President Lincoln declaring that all slaves were free.
75) Which famous Supreme Court case in 1896 declared that segregation was legal and constitutional, as long as segregated facilities were "separate but equal?" Plessy v. Ferguson
